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55 I.—Fonriun Por-xrics. Mog a | 
THe Roznama-t-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 3rd Septem- Rosmanas,Motan- 
sot ey : ber has the following :— | 2 nu Hunter. 
China 8 fate in the war. * ° * 0 8 
The telegraphic intelligence re the war 


in the Far East is contradictory. Some of the telegrams are to the effept that 
Pekin has been taken by the allied forces, but this is contradicted by other 
telegrams. Most of the telegrams published in connection with the rising in 
China bear the stamp of cunning diplomacy. The Europeans would have 
long ago conquered the fertile empire of China if they had got any justifiable 
retext for doing so. Now they have got such a pretext. They will not come 
back from China till they have conquered and divided it among themselves. 
Although.the European Legations were all safe, and although the Chinese 
Government requested every European Power to introduce any reform it liked 
in the present overnment and agreed to indemnify the loss incurred in the 
expedition, and although China made itself responsible for the restoration of 
peace, the suppression of rebellion, and the safety of the Foreign Legations and 
the European trade in China, no Power listened to the Chinese proposals. In fact, 
the more does China get into trouble and its rising assume a serious aspect, the 
more will the European claim upon that country be established. The 
European Powers will not, therefore, most probably like to see peace in China, 
and they will rather fan the flame of disturbance. The time is not far distant 
when, by the advent of the preachers of civilisation and morality, the whole 
empire of China will be in a conflagration. ‘lhe longer does it continue, the 
better will it be for the Europeans. The very appearance of foreign troops in 
the country has given rise to an unrest among the people. When the proud 
army of the allied forces will enter this country o half-civilised people the 
allied forces will take to every sort of lawlessness to which they are accustomed. 
There is no denying the fact that a people who have never come into close 
contact with foreigners and are not in the habit of putting up with insults 
heaped upon them by a foreign people, and who do not like to be the slaves 
of the Franks, are sure to raise the standard of rebellion in utter disregard of 
consequences. However, this aggressive conduct of the Franks not only 
forebodes the conquest of Caina, but also indicates that one ought now to turn 
one’s eyes away (in despair) from the East. | 
We are not weeping for China, and we sympathise with the ‘Celestial 
Empire ony ‘because it forms a part of the East, the portion of the world to 
which we also belong. We are weeping for ourselves. When these hungry 
tigers and wolves of Europe will come back from the hunting-ground of China, 
they will not spare the other hunting-ground, namely, the few acres of land 
which we occupy, and the.game, namely, ourselves. Unless we wake from our 
sleep before these European hunters come back from the Chinese game 
—* our fate, as well as our country’s fate, will be the same as that of 
ina, : 
2. The same paper is glad that the Musalman merchants of Calcutta 
8 celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the Sultan with 
jubilee in Caleunta. great eclat. On the 31st August last, the Musal- 
i mans went to their musjtds and prayed for the long 
life and prosperity of their Imperial Majesties the Sultan of Turkey and the 
Shah of Persia. They expressed their satisfaction that a friendly relation 
exists between these two Musalman potentates and the British Government. 
3. The same paper is glad that the Shah has been cordially received 
ae Russian reception of the by the Czar and his functionaries at St. Peters- 
i . urgh. oe 
4. The same paper is ana to hear that the Sultan of Muscat is reorgan- 
ising his army ona new model, Of late, a coal 


sciivite uaa of Musoat’s military mine has been discovered in Muscat. This mine, 
it is said, will bring a large income to the State 
of the Sultan. | MG 


5. The same paper writes that it is through the enthusiasm of the fyoung 
Turkish party that subscriptions for the Damascus 
and Hejaz Railway are being collected. The 
‘amount collected as the first instalment is sufficient 


H Subssriptions tor the Damascus 
ejaz Railway. 


for the Purpose. 5 


Sept. 8rd, 1900. 
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( 708 ) 
says that Shaikh Muhammed 


RozwaMs-1-MoKaD- 6. The same paper Siddik, an outlaw 
Das HaBLUL 3 ae li — 4 ON: } ha 2 1 2 1 

K. n, ving in Navecha in Turkey in is doing a 
Sept. Srd, 1900. ; KEIN ee great deal of mischief to the tobacco trade, which is 
.. . carried on on a large scale between Persia and 
Turkey. The Shaikh in question compels the tobacco merchants to-sell him 
their goods at very cheap price, and the merchants who do not agree to do so 
2 ve a *. eying — he * hands of the Shaikh. The Turkish 
overnmen suppress his lawlessness by inflicting an exampla ish- 
ment upon hia” 7 me 5 : 115 casa 
Romwama-1-MUcaDDAs 7. The same paper is sorry that the carpet manufacture of Persia ig 
. His celeste i ee 7 dying out on account of the absence of 
sr brilliancy in colour. This want of brilliancy is 
attributed to the fact that the weavers often use European colours which are 
not fast. The foreign merchants, seeing that the Persian carpets of the present 
day are far inferior to those of former times, do not buy them. It seems that 

_ the carpet trade of Persia will soon become extinct. 
At Poncn, 8. Al Punch [Bankipore] of the 7th September is glad that the Musal- 
* . „ of India celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the 
Jubilee of the Oden fl Taker, Sultan of Turkey with great éclat. The Sultan, 
being the lawful custodian of the holy shrines 
of Mecca and Medina, is the religious head of all Musalmans. His Silver 
Jubilee was celebrated on the 31st August last. That the Sultan Abdul Hamid 
Khan, the present ruler of Turkey, is a very fortunate monarch, is clear from the 
fact that, in the demonstrations at Constantinople in connection with his Silver 
Jubilee, the people of all creeds and nationalities took part. Abdul Hamid, the 
custodian of the holy shrines of the Musalmans, is their religious head, not 
merely as a matter of courtesy, and what the Musalmans of India and Ceylon 
did in connection with his Jubilee has shown to the world that he is really 
looked upon with veneration and respect by Musalmans all over the world. 


II.—HOuk ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police. 


nn 9. The Sansodhini r. of the 3lst August draws the attention 

n of the Chittagong town police to an auction shop 

windlers in Chittagong town for the sale of cloths recently opened by some 

swindlers in Chandanpura in Chittagong town. 

BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 10. The Burdwan Sanjivani | Burdwan] of the 4th September has the 
Sept. 4th, 1900. : sa following —— 

r The Act authorising the resumption of the 

‘ chaukidari chakran lands was passed in 1870. 


Since that year Government has resumed such lands in different parts of the 
country and made a settlement of the same with the zamindars, while the 
chaukidari tax has been levied from the people in those places. We are not 
advocates of this Act, and have more than once informed Government that 
not only has the new law not benefited the villagers, but the collection of the 
chaukidari tax is not unoften attended with oppression. Our representations, 
however, have borne no fruit. In the Burdwan district the Act was at first 
introduced into a few villages, but for some years past the whole district has 
been gradually brought under its operation, most of the chakran lands being 
resumed by Government and settlement made thereof with the zamindars. 
In a great majority of cases these latter, in their turn, have made permanent 
settlements of such lands with dependent talukdars or raiyats and pocketed the 
consideration money. In many cases, however, although the land has been 
resumed, a chaukidar appointed and the chaukidari tax levied, still the 
zemindars, not having as yet obtained the deed of transfer from the Collector, 
find themselves unable to make a settlement of the land which continues to 
be held by the former chaukidars. . there are instances of chakran 
lands which, owing to inadvertence on the Collector’s part, have been transferred 
and the deed of transfer given to parties other than the rightful zamindar, 
the wrong party holding the land and regularly paying the tax on the strength 
of that transfer deed, while the rightful zamindar, as soon as he is made 
acquainted with the facts, is petitioning the Collector for the rectification of 


( 708 ) 


the error. In some of these cases the Collector lias, after enquiry, made the 
necessary corrections, while many more cases of of the are under enquiry. 
in the 


The question of the resumption and settlement of the chakran lands in 
district had arrived at this stage when the Ldeutenant-Governor paid a visit 
to Burdwan. We should observe in this connection that in regard to the 
resumption this time of such lands in the district, the police authorities have 
from the first shown themselves very anxious to see that the chaukidars 
are left in the possession of their respeotſve tenures, and that some high 
officials have already expressed their concurrence in the view taken of this 
question 2 We are glad to see these authorities so willing to 
promote the interests of their subordinates, the chaukidars, but where were 
these generous patrons whem the Act was passed? They were at that time 
rfectly aware that the chaukidar would be deprived of his service land. 
Why, then, did they not protest? They did not, because the law that was 
oing to be passed was calculated to prove disastrous to the people generally! 
The police probably thought at that time that as the new law would place 
exceptional facilities at their disposal, it was not their interest to protest 
against it. But the police now see that though the new law has produced, 
as was Clearly foreseen, injurious consequences so far as the village people 
generally are concerned, it has proved beneficial in the case of impoverished 
zamindars and talukdars who find in the settlement of the chakran lands 
which is being now made with them, a means of rehabilitating themselves 
in native society. ‘The police are therefore trying their best to injure these 
men. Praised be their shrewd devices! On the day the Lieutenant-Governor 
came to Burdwan a large number of chaukidars threw themselves on the 
road in front of his carriage and blocked his way. Asked for the reason 
why they did do, they said that as their service lands were baing resumed by 
Government and leased out by the zamindar to whomsoever he pleased, they 
were put to great hardship, and that they therefore prostrated themselves at 
His Honour’s feet for redress. His Honour told them to submit written 
petitions, and when this was done the Lieutenant-Governor ordered the 
Collector to suspend, until further orders, the issue of deeds of transfer, &c., in 
regard to chakran lands. It is needless to say that it was the police who were 
at the bottom of this dramatic performance given by the chaukidars on the 
occasion of His Honour’s visit to Burdwan, Could it be possible for the 
chaukidars to thus block His Honour’s way if they were not supported by the 
higher police authorities? It is our belief—and the belief is shared by the public 
—that certain police officers had thought out the plan beforehand and collected a 
large number of chaukidars from different places. Our good-natured Lieutenant- 
Governor was taken in by this adroit move on the part of the police and has 
ordered a temporary suspension of settlement proceedings in connection with 
chakran lands and called for a statement showing the amount of consideration 
money received by any zamindar or talukdar who may have leased out 
chakran lands, We are at a loss to see what the effect of His Honour’s 
orders will be. To call upon those zamindars who have in accordance with 
the law made permanent settlements of chakran lands and pocketed the 
consideration money to now cancel those settlements, or to grant refunds of the 
consideration money to the raiyats, or to make resettlements of those lands 
with the chaukidars themselves without requiring them to pay any considera- 
tion money, would be opposed to the practice of all civilised Governments, 
and it is impossible, we think, for Government to pass any such orders. 
Again, if orders were passed for discontinuing the resumption of chakran lands 
in the estates of only those zamindars who expect soon to receive, but have 
not yet received, transfer deeds from the Collector, it would be in a manner 
doing injustice to those men, and giving Government a bad name, We there- 
fore think that it will be impossible for Government to dv anything in 
this matter except ordering a return to the practice which was being so long 
legally followed in connection with the resumption of chakran lands. In 


our opinion, His Honour was wrong in passing any orders in this matter 


so suddenly and summarily, The effect of his action has been this that the 
darogas in the thanas have circulated in villages the news that the Lieutenant: 
Governor has directed that the chaukidars will get back their chakran lands, 
and that there will be no more resumptions of such lands. Many ignorant 
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raiyats are believing this, while the chaukidars are brag 
will probabl , supported the daroga, try to get back their by force. 
Those chaukidars who hold their lands, that is to say, whose lands the 
zamindar has not been yet able to let out to tenants owing to his not having 
received the transfer deed from the Collector, do not recognise the zamindar’s 
authority at all. There can he no doubt that there will be very soon a crop 
of riot cases in regard to the possession of chakran lands. It is very probable 
there will be breaches of the peace in the country asa result of His — < 
order. Actuated by a noble motive he that order, but wicked men 
have, by exaggeration and misrepresentation, produced serious anxiety in the 
ublic mind. We hope His Honour will make no delay in arriving at a final 
ecision in this matter. Another word in this connection, Why all this eager 
solicitude to put the chaukidars in poesession of chakran lands They never 
did any good to the villagers, and neglecting the work of watch and ward at 
night only carried the daroga’s luggage and obeyed his orders. They did no 
service to the public and the public cannot ibly feel any sympathy with 
them. They served Government and for that Government and the zamindar 
gave chakran lands to be held by them. Now that the system of payins 
salaries is introduced, the land reverts to those to whom it belongs. Thg 
chaukidars cannot possibly have any other concern with such lands. Whee 
they got their appointments they pe d no consideration money for enterinn 
upon possession of chakran lands. Why is, then, Government so eager to pug 
them in possession of such lands? It is idle to think of devising any effectuat 
arrangements in regard to chaukidari chakran lands so long as the Chaukidarli 
Act remains in its present unsatisfactory condition. 4 


11. A correspondent of the Pratinidhi [( Comilla] of the 4th September 

draws the attention of the District Superintendent 
of Police, Tippera, to the conduct of a certain 
police officer of Brahmanbaria, who brings prostitutes into the thana almost 
every mer through the agency of his subordinates. .The Inspector takes no 
notice of this. | | 


12. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 5th September complains 
that some Iranis, who were staying at Midnapore 
for some time, used to oppress and ill-treat people 
whom they came across. It is for the oppression and ill-treatment committed 
by these people that hackney-carriage drivers do not wish to ply for hire when 
asked by them todoso. It is, therefore, a great — that the police should 
compel these drivers to ply for hire on behalf of the Iranis. The drivers are 
illtreated by constables and have some times to grease their palms in order to 
escape such ill-treatment. —— 


A misbehaving police officer. 


Tranis in Midnapore. 


ee eee - 


MEDINI BANDHAV, 


Jork, 
Sept. 6th, 1900. 


13. The same paper complains that although applicetions for the renewal 
of gun-licenses were made in the beginning of the 

Feu no orders have yet been passed on them, not 
have the guns, surrendered with the applications, been returned. According 
to Mr. Faulder’s orders, no licenses should be S to a panchayet or a 
headman of a village in which or near which there is no “ gentleman ” paying 
the income-tax. Even if these orders are followed, many licenses may be 
renewed. Bengal villages are infested with wild boars and jackals. For 


protection against these as well as against thieves and dacoits there should be 


at least two or three guns in every village. 


14, The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 6th September has learnt from a 

25 cCorrespondent that strong ill-feeling exists between 

Ott Hindu-Musalman quarrel in the Hindus and the Musalmans of Mirerkhil in 
85 the Chittagong district in regard to the killing of 
cows by the latter at the Mirer zat. Each community has established a separate 
nat for itself, and zulm is committed on fishermen, because they do not go 
to sell fish in the Mirer Ad¢. There is, accordingly, every likelihood of a 
breach of the peace. : 
The editor has learnt that there are two ringleaders, one on each side, 
who are widening the breach. Itis to be hoped that the Hindus and the 
Musalmans of Mirerkhil will make up their differences and abstain in future 
from finding fault with each other and wounding each other’s feelings. a 


Gun-licenses in Midnapore. 


* 


E 
15. A correspondent complains in the Dainik: Chandrika [Calcutta] of D.nux o , 


Thefts in Oaloatta; | the .6th September of the recrudescence of thefts _ 


in and near Kaliprasad Dutt's Street, Calcutta. 
Some time ago thefts were committed in broad daylight in the shop of a mudi 
(grocer) of the name of Ratan Chand Rudra. Lately there was an attempted 


theft in the same shop, but the thief not being able to steal anything left the 


dlock broken. A ray theft was lately committed in the house of Babu 
m Lal Mullik, and the thieves have carried away about Rs. 1,400 in 
ornaments and cash. The theft has not yet been traced. Some time ago a 
small theft was committed in the same house, but it was not reported to the 
police, as it was thought useless to do so. The frequency of thefts in these parts 
is no doubt due to the negligence and indifference of the Inspector of the 
Burtolla thana. Thefts were never committed in this quarter when Babu 
Priya Nath Mukharji was Inspector. The present Inspector being a European, 
the native public have not free ‘access to him. The thana should be again 
laced under Babu Priya Nath Mukharji or some other equally able native 
nspector. ) | 
8 16. Referring to the case of Constable Munser Ali Khan of the Khulna 
Th District Superinte dent of 18th 4 e ** t on N = 3) che 2 
D ih August, „paragraph 13), the Khulna 
—— pail [Khulna] of the 6th Se —— says that failing 
to get leave from the District Superintendent o 
Police, Munser Ali submitted, on the 15th August last, a petition to the Deputy 
Inspector-General through the District Superintendent, and sent a copy of it by 
post direct to the Deputy Inspector-General. Shortly after, he received the 
following communication from the District Superintendent :— 


Copy of demi-official No. 693, dated 25th August 1900. 


Constable 719 Munser Ali Khan having tendered resignation is discharged 
from the force at his own, request with effect from 25th August 1900. His 
accounts to be settled at once. : 


Ras VIHARI Biswas, 
pace | District Superintendent of Police, Khulna, 
Copy to Munser Ali Khan for information. 
oe : Ras VIHARIT Biswas, 
| District Superintendent of Police, Thu ina. 


This was rather strange, seeing that Munser Ali had never sent in his 


222 All his applications which are given below were applications for 
ea ve: 


(1) Ishall be ruined if Ihave to wait 80 long. J, therefore, pray that. 


I may be granted three months’ leave without pay—I1th July 1900. 

2) I shall suffer much loss if Ido not go home. I have, therefore, the 
honour to pray that I may be granted at least one month’s leave without pay. 
Failing that, I shall feel obliged by your kindly striking off my name, without 
formal order, for two months—18th July 1900. 

(3) Your Honour may, therefore, be pleased to grant your servant three 
months’ leave without pay from the Ist August next—25th July 1900. 


If it was the District Superintendent’s intention to remove this poor man 
from service in such a manner, he ought to have done so in time to enable 
Munser Ali to reach home when his presence was most needed there, As the 
order was issued: immediately after the submission of the petition to the 
Deputy Inspector-General, it is probable that there is some mystery in the 
matter, i 

With the object of appealing to the District Magistrate, Munser Ali applied 
for copies of the papers of his case, but his prayer was rejected, and he was 
only granted the following certificate: 5 

„Certified that the bearer Constable Munser Ali Khan of the Khulna 
D Police has been. discharged from police service and has been paid up 
ate.“ | ne . 
Ras VHANM Biswas, 
oo | = District Superintendent of Police, 
The 25th August 100. | | ie 


Bept, 6th, 1900, 


KAULNA, 
Sept. 6th, 1900. 
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One fails to see why buch treatment haa been dealt out to poor 


Ali. The District Superintendent: eannot deny that leave has 
to other constables after Munser's prayer for it was refused. 


((- working of the Churts. 


17. The Stkshak re of the 3Ist August complains that the 

8 lication of the revenue sale notifications in the 

| 3 district is not satisfactory. These 

sales are advertised only in one Barisal paper, the 

erreulation of which in the district does not exceed 75 copies. At least four or 

five hundred copies of the issue containing these sale notifications ought to be 

distributed, and a copy should also be sent to each defaulter whose property 
is going to be sold. a 

18. The Charu Milir {Mymensingh] of the 4th September makes the 

_ following extract from the Government of Bengal’s 

8 — 1 „* in te letter in the Kajir Simla record-of- rights case in 

| the Mymensingh district :— 

“2. It appears that the Deputy Collector who carried out the survey and 
settlement proceedings which were applied for by the proprietors. under 
section 103 of the Bengal Tenancy Act judicially fixed the rents of the raiyats, 
enhancing them as a. total from Rs, 750 to Ks. 2,423 or by 232 per cent. on 
the ground of (a) assessment of excess lands, (ö) reclassification of the lands, (e) 
increase in the rates owing to the rise in price of rice since the last settlement. 

43. Apparently a large portion of the increase in the rental is due to the 
assessment of lands for which it is alleged rents had not hitherto been: paid. 
The Lieutenant-Governor feels bound to say that it is very doubtful as to 
whether this is correct—a view which the Board apparently share, since they 
point out that the Deputy Collector's judgment is not clear as to the precise 
evidence of excess land. | | 

“4. It is, however, when the second cause for the enhancement is reached: 
that the greatest, injustice apparently has been done. The Deputy Collector 


— 


} The publication of sale netifica- 
tions in che Backergunge district. 


was allowed to manipulate the land classification of this village without appar- 

ently submitting his proposals to his Collector or being given any written 

direction as to the system to be followed in distinguishing the various classes of 

land. ‘The revised classification made by the amins and tested, under what 

system is not known, by this inexperienced. Deputy Collector, resulted in com- 

6 etely revising the former proportions according to which by far the greater 
ulk of the land fell within the two lowest classes. 

‘$5, It is scarcely necessary to point out in detail how disastrous to the 
rent-payers is the method that has been followed in this case. The effect of the 
rise in prices being multiplied by the change in the classification. : 

‘ 6, Tam therefore to say that, with this case as an example, His Honour 
fears that in petty proceedings of this kind much hardship may from time to time 
be caused owing to the non-existence of instructions requiring the Settlement 
Officer, who may be engaged in. carrying out the operations, to submit, for the 
consideration and advice of the higher revenue authorities, his proposals before 
he judicially fixes.the fair rents. 


I have, &c., 
F. A. SLACK, 
Ogg. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal? 


The editor then observes as follows :— 


In the above letter, Government admits: that great wrong: has beem dons: 
to, the raiyats in consequence. of the mistakes made by the: Depaty Collector 
wha disposed of tha.case.judicially... Government has, however, no power: to 


reverse a judicial decision, and the hardships of the raiyats cannot be remaned. 
| The remarks made by: the Government in regard tothe Kajir Simla case 
are applicable to every record-of-rights case in the Mymensingh district. The 
way in which these cases are being decided has created in tha:public mind the 


W 7 & 


* „ 


impres· ion that the eystent of record-vf-righits has been inttoduced in this district 
for the benefit of thé land annere. The Deput 


| 5 Collector who decides the 

ghts eases has tim amla who is believed to be the cause of the whole 

eil. It ie believed that the Deputy Collector is directly or indirectly guided 
by this amie, In many cates ignoratice or want of money prevents the raiyats 
from suitably representing their cases to the Deputy Collector; and in other 
their representations bear no fruit. The system, in fact, which was introduce 
for the benefit of the raiyats, has in consequenes of faults in its administration, 
been bringing about their ruin. In most of the récord-of-rights cases: Which 


have been decided in this district the rents of the raiyats have been increased 


more than three-fold. and the raiyats from their inability to appeal have had to 
submit to these assessments. As the Government itself says, these unhappy 
results would not have come about if there had been a rule requiring a submie- 
ston of all decisions in such cases to the higher revenue authorities for approval 
before their judicial eonfirmation. : 


19. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 5th September learns from the Charu 
Mihir that one Abdu * Sardar, of Chuniapara, 
who is an Honorary Magistrate, member of the 
Local Board, and Marriage Registrar in the Jamalpur subdivision of the 
Mymensingh district, was on the Ist August last prosecuted by a prostitute of the 
name of Beli, of Dewanganj in the same district, on the following grounds: 


An inadequate sentence. 


Some time ago, Abdul Majid ravished the complainant after threatening, her 


husband out of his house. Her husband Ramdas prosecuted him, but he paid 
him some money, and the case was compounded. The complainant became an 
outcast and was compelled to take to prostitution. She did not, however, 
escape persecution; for Abdul Majid began to press her to marry. him in the 
nika form. The complainant refusing to do so, Abdul Majid forcibly carried 
her home and confined her there. The Subdivisional Officer after hearing the 
complainant ordered Abdul Majid not to persecute the complainant any longer. 
If the charge against Abdul Majid was true, why was he 30 inadequately 
punished? It is, however, hoped that the Lieutenant-Governor will remo 
this man from the responsible posts which he holds. ; 


20. Thesame paper r N * J pee 9 ae = —— ord is <4 
| | the habit of abusing and insulting the pleaders an 

The Joint- Magistrate of Chepre. Aukhterp of his Court, who bare in * body com- 

lained to the Magistrate of his conduct and discontinued appearing in the 

oint-Mazgistrate’s Court. 

The Joint-Magistrate has also prohibited the admission of outsiders to his 
Court. A Court of law should be open to the publie. But by the Joint-Magis- 
trate’s order, even people having business in his Court are not allowed to enter 
the court-room. ie any one has to make an application to the Joint-Magis- 
trate, it has to be sent through his orderly. The orderly has, therefore, to be 
bribed, and he submits the application of that person first who bribes him most 
handsomely. | 


21. The oli [Chittagong] of the 6th September says that Mr. Lucas, 
tie. Lac Gatafviciouel Of Subdivisional Officer of Cox’s Bazar, in the Chitta- 
Ma. gong district, recently went on tour, and while 
staying in camp Ramu disposed of the cases from 
Harbang and Chakaria, places about twenty to twenty-five miles distant from 
Ramu, and on the 22nd August, while in the Ukhia thana, took up the case of 
Guran Ali of Kutabdia, Kutabdia being sixty miles from Ukhia, Guran Ali 
failed to produce his witnesses, and his case was dismissed. ; 
Magistrates: may dispose of during tour only those cases in which locak 
investigation is necessary, and they should, therefore, visit the places from whieh: 
cases.come; Mr; Lucas's procedure serves only to cause trouble and expense 
to the parties. | | 
Mr. Lucay is also in the habit of asking sureties for one or even two 
hundred rupees from persons acoused of common offences under sections 3593 
426: and 447 of the Indian Penal Code, and his Oourt Sub-Ins r is in the: 
habit of refusing to accept even well-to-do men as sureties; Most accused’ 
persons have, therefore, to go to hajat, e 


PRaBTAr, 
Sept. Sth, 1900. 
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22. Tho same paper 1255 beard Cok Babs Lalit: Kner Das, Deputy 
| ah hes tx | ristrate’ or K i ong, has made, ita practi ice 
Mapistrate, Chittagong” to Bend every ar pellen t the, village panchayete 

eae Tor investigation, not excepting applications even in 
serious cases like those under section 406 of the Penal It is certainly 
good to send cases occasionally to the panchayets for investigation, but to 
charge illiterate men like those who compose the village panchayets with the 
investigation of cases under section 406 is not right. Village panchayets 
cannot be expected to interpret rightly difficult sections like 406 or to act 
as impartially as highly paid officers of Government. 


— 


23. The Hitavadi Calcutta] of the 7th September has the following: 
Lord Curzon lately wrote to the Lieutenant- 
ot Governor of the Punjab on the miscarriages of 

Justice in India. In Peshawar, a punkha-cooly was 


Lord Curzon on miscarriage 
justice in India. : | 


- kicked to death by a European soldier. He was tried at the Punjab Chief 


Court and was acquitted. This miscarriage of justice very much pained 
Lord Curzon, and he wrote a letter to Sir Mackworth Young on the subject. 
Sir Mackworth, in reply, wrote about ‘‘tlie unsuitability of the jury-system 


when applied to such cases.“ It is thus quite clear that the authorities are 


gradually realising that the European jury try their best to save European 
offenders, and do not hesitate to trample upon justice and impartiality. In 
reply to Sir Mackworth’s letter, Lord Curzon writes that ‘ His 213 in 
Council is determined to spare no effort in endeavouring to remove this stain 
from the administration of justice in India.“ Such spirited remarks, such a 
firm resolution, never before characterised any speech or writing by an Indian - 
Viceroy, Lord Curzon’s statements have raised great hopes in our mind. 

Let us consider how far Lord Curzon’s noble efforts are likely to be 
attended with success—whether they are likely to be attended with success at 
all. We fear that his efforts will be in vain, and that, as a consequence of these 
efforts, he will incur the displeasure and earn the-disfavour of his countrymen, 
And when he will go away from this country, making over his charge to a new 
Viceroy, an attempt is sure to be made to apply salt to our sores. Let us 
explain what we say. Most Europeans in India look upon the natives, not as 
human beings, but as mere machines made for theirservice. Theydo not, there- 
fore, feel any regret if a kick sometimes puts one such machine out of gear. 
Thanks to the fertility of the Indian soil, one hundred million new machines are 

roduced in the country every ten years. It is, therefore, unbearable to the 

uropean community in India that anything should be done with the support 
of the Government, which is likely to injure the life, or honour, or wealth, of 
any one of its members, simply because one of these numerous machines has 
gone out of gear on account of rongh handling by some European. Such 
conduct on the part of the Government would, to say the least, be extremely 
barbarous. This is the opinion of most Europeans residing in India. The 
Judges and Magistrates are governed by the ideas of the Anglo-Indian commu- 
nity, and it is not at all strange that they too should entertain an opinion 
like this. 3 | | | 

A man, be he white or be he black, must obey the rules of his society. 
If he does not obey these rules he will either have to live in this country as an 
outcast, or have to leave this country bag and baggage for Europe. Justice 
White had to leave India, because he sentenced George Nairn to death. Mr. 
Ilbert of the Ibert Kill” fame had to live like an outcast Sir William Stoke 
of Madras and Sir Raymond West of Bombay, very able officers, were not 

romoted. Rigorous, indeed, are the rules of the haughty, hot-headed Anglo- 
ndian community full of life and vigour. Let a member go against its rules 
and he is sure to be reduced to dust. ‘Those Europeans who come to serve 
under the Government look forward to rapid promotion as the sole object of 
their service. They cannot have the courage to defy the rules of the masterful | 
and overbearing Anglo-Indian 2 5 5 
Lord Curzon ought to have taken all these things into bis consideration 
before making up his mind to put a stop to the miscarriages of justice which 
are so frequently taking place in this country. He may amend the law, issue 
rigid orders, and punish erring Judges and Magistrates. But all these will not 
lead to any permanent improvement. On the contrary, the re- action against 
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ord @urzoh's policy will be glmost diaastzous. Tha. existing aystem of 
er ininering justice is impartial asa . But what can the law or the 
Viceroy do if the 1 does not conduct himself impartially, if the jury give 
erverse verdicts, and if European doctors give careless evidence? It is no 


oubt a great pleasure that Lord Curzon has resolved to remova a stain from 


the administration of justice. But it is difficult to understand how this reform 


can be brought about without reforming the Anglo- Indian society. 1 
24. Sukhadanan da Brahmachari, of pen a ewe in the. Sonthal Par. 
: ; , ganas district, writes in the same. as A: 
nm by a Settlement 8a One Mr. Martin, * — 8 pena . 
ab . Wath the survey and settlement of the Nankar taluk, 
within the Dumka subdivision of the Sonthal Parganas district. During the 
preliminary |survey and settlement, aa well as during the attestation, this officer 
outrageously ill-treated not only the Sonthal raiyats, but also the {olukdare, 
He whipped the Santhals on little or no excuse, exhausted their atock af fowl 
in three months, made them supply him with milk and fuel free, His petty acta 
of oppression are toa numerous to he enumerated. He was also in the habit of 

oppressing the éalukdaré for his rationa. They had to, incur an expenditure e 
Rs. 200 to supply the anungo with his rations. The fasdik or attestation ig a 
difficult business, but a raw. inexperienced, and oppressive officer like Mr. Martin 
was entrusted even with this business, notwithstanding the protests of the zamin-. 
dars. Mr. Martin thought that Babu Indra Narayan Chatterji, of Maluti, was the, 
leading q among the telukdars, who. had mage representations against him. 
He has therefore deprived him of about 30 or 4 "rae a of land, and has also 
dismissed a rent auit brought by him, And the talukdar, Baby Raman Chandra, 
Chatterji, has also. been deprived of about two bighas of land, During the 
hearing of suits he did not allow the éalukdars to enter the court-room, and ill- 
treated them in various other ways. | ae 1 855 
25. The same paper writes as follows :— , pS 
: A European lady complained to Mr. Pearson 


xine, cen, in the e against a dismissed female sweeper, wha had abused 


5 her. for not paying her dues. The Magistrate 
observed that the menial servants of Europeang wera in the habit of thinking 
that it was easier to abuse their masters than to sue them for their dues. He, 
therefore, sentenced the accused to one month’s rigorous imprisonment. Impri- 
sonment for using abusive language, and that inflicted on a woman, is certainly 
severe punishment. But Beaty another case of the same nature decided by the 
Magistrate on the same day. One Nisadas Uriya charged one Mr. Bellew’ 8 
with assaulting him with a whip for making a noise near his house. The Magis- 
trate dismissed the case and let off the accused with a warning. Now, what is 
the impression the decisions in these two cases are likely to create in the public 
mind? The case brought by a: European against a native is decided in one 
way, while the case brought by a native against a European is. decided in 
another way—this will ig an impression created in the public mind by Mr. Pear- 
an ge Be h 5 ale es de thet iis, Then 

26. A Deoghur correspondent com lains in the same paper that Mr. Thom. 

Mz. Thomson of Deoghur. fon, Subdivisional Officer of that place, is deaf, and 

85 bas to use a ear-trumpet. Great inconvenience is 

caused in the transaction of business on this acccunt, As he cannot clearly hear 
the witnesses and has to, correct himself with the aid of his peshkar, frequent’ 
alterations arise in his taking down of the evidence. He is also in the habit of 
holding court from 8 P.M. 10 b r 10 PM., thereby causing great inconvenience 


to the public. On the 22nd August last, however, he came to Court before“ 


10 A. u., ordered the peon to strike ten on the gong, and dismissed: about ten or 
fifteen cases ou account of the non-attendence of the parties, It is hoped that 
oe attention of the authorities will be drawn to this deaf and wayward 
Omer. | ? bs : 

27. A correspondent complains in the same paper that the commission for. 
ae 4 5 * the sale of court-fee stamps is too small to enable a: 
1 dt gag in vendor to adequately profit by their sale. The 


. 
=. * — 


commission for the sale of revenue stamps is one 
anna per rupee. The Collector of the 24-Parganas distriet, however, has. 
rdered the 


— 
« 


0 
these stamps. This is certainly unfair. 


. 


granting of the commission of only 9 pies per rupee for the sale of: — 
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28. A correspondent writes in the game paper that the holders of all rent- 

Pi lite res lands within the jurisdiction of the Khulna 

aj road com e in the Khuln® Collectorate have been ordered to submit cess 
3 Bos returns. There are holders, every one of whom is 
the owner of four or five mahale, but the return for many mahal together is not 
being accepted, The submission of a cess return through an accredited agent 
is a costly affair, and it is a great hardship to incur this cost a number of times, 
A holder has sometimes to incur an expense of about Rs. 10 for the submission 
of a cess return fora mahal charged with road cess amounting to only eight 


annas per year. i 


29. Referring to the Cawnpore sentence, the Mshir-o-Sudhakar (Calcutta) 
of the 7th September writes as follows: 

The enforcement of plague regulations in the 
country created such a panic in the minds of the people that they lost all sense. 
of right and wrong and became capable of doing anything and every- 
thing. If, in such a state of mind, anybody inflicts hurt or commits 
murder, he ought not to receive any severe punishment. The Sessions Judge 
of Cawnpore did not, however, take this into his consideration, and sentenced 
twenty of the accused persons to death. As for Sir Antony MacDonnell, 
although ordinarily he is a ruler anxious to please his subjects, in this case he 
took up an attitude inconsistent with his good name. An experienced official 
like him was expected to know what the popular feeling might be under the 
circumstances in which the Cawnpore people were placed in consequence of the 
introduction of plague rules among them. It is hoped that he will correct his 
mistake by commuting the death sentences into lighter sentences. Those who. 
offended against the law ought certainly to be punished, but in determining the 
amount or severity of the punishment to be inflicted, the circumstances under 
which the offence was committed should be taken into account. 


30. Al Punch (Bankipore} of the 7th September is sorry that Sir Antony 
MacDonnell has practically abolished Urdu from 

Pa * the North-Western the Courts of the North-Western Provinces. A 
wees mass meeting was held at Lucknow to protest 
against the Government’s Circular on this subject. It is hoped that the Goyern- 
ment will favourably reconsider the question. : 


31. Referring to the decision in the Arrah case, in which some police 
officers were charged with the abduction of a 
| married woman of the name of Badamia, the 
Bangavast 922 of the 8th September writes that, considering the 
heinousness of the offence, the punishment has been inadequate. 


The Cawnpore sentence. 


The Arrah abdaction case. 


(d)— Education, 


32. The Sarnsodhins [Chittagong] of the 31st August fails to see why the 
2 Deputy Inspector of Schools, Noakhali, fills the 

dne dit hipg in the Noakhali panditships in his district with men who have passed 
| from the Dacca Training School, in disregard of 

the superior claims of those who have passed from the Chittagong Training 
School, situated in his own circle, and are residents of Noakhali. In these 


nard days, when all the doors to advancement in the world have been closed 


to the men whose means do not allow of their giving themselves more than a 
vernacular education, it is not right to do injustice to them in the giving away 
of the only poorly-paid posts which they can ever hope to secure. 5 


33. A correspondent writes as follows in the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 
The Eden Hindu Hostel. 7th September :— 


* 


on This hostel is a Hindu hostel in name, but an 
un-Hindu hostel in practice. It may be said to be a regular adda, a veritable 
rendezvous for merry-making and amusement. What appeared in the Hiſavadi 
about this hostel has produced no good. Those boys who are in the habit of 
keeping away at night, singing love songs to the accompaniment of the 
harmonium, playing chess, and eating forbidden eggs have been exasperated 
by what appeared against them in the Hiv/aradi.- Nor is the Superintendent. 


more favourably disposed towards its editor. It is a pity that he has not yet 
realised his responsibilities. The parents of the boarders in this hostel are, 


* . — — 8 
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without doubt, convinced that the'character of their boys will remain unconta- 


inated under the excellent management ‘of the hostel. They d | 
— ruthlessly will they soon be disappointed. I not know 


A relative of mine, a student of the B. A. class and an inmate of this 


hostel, became — ted with the music of his fellow boarders, He reauested 
them not to distur ors e requested 


was compelled to leave the hostel. ‘Ihere ate guardians who give their bovs’ 
full liberty in the matter of their food. But why should the eat 12 


him in this way, and was threatened with thrashing, He 


esence of others food which is distasteful to them? The Great Eastern 
otel regularly supplies some boarders with loaves, as the following letter will 


| Gaxar Barra Horst, 
Wine and General Purveying Oo, Limited, 
1, 2, and 8, Old Court House Street, 


Babu Provat Ch. Mukherj 1 Calcutta, 18th August 1900, 


34, Eden Hindu Hostel. 


Deak Sm, | 


Your favour of the 17th instant to hand, ordering one-anna loaf to be 


supplied you daily at your residence. 


As we have not the pleasure of having your name on our books, we would 


ask you to furnish us with a deposit of Rs, 5 on account. On receipt of the 
amount, we shall commence the supply. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signature illegible), 
Assistant Secretary. 


(e Local Seif-Government and Municipal Administration. — 
34. The Sansodhint [Chittagong] of the slst August says that large 


SaNsSoDHINI, 


numbers of deaths from cholera are taking place 8. Sist, 1900. 


Cholera in the Chittagong dis- pear Rajarhat and Ranirhat, Rangania, Chittagong 

— district. As no medical advice, worth the name, is 

available in those places, the authorities should send a few doctors with 
medicines to help the people. 

35. Acoirrespondent of the Pratinidht Comilla] of the 4th September 

The hostels in Comilla town. 9 eins of the extremely filth | and insanitary 

condition of the hostels in Comilla town, and says 

that in spite of the warning given by the Vice-Chairman, no improvement has 

been made in them. Considering that these houses are a source of danger to 


the health of the town, the attention of the arrange is drawn to them, 


36. The Prabhat [Calcutta] of the 5th September complains of the 

| revalence of malaria at Kuikala, a vill in the 

ee a village in the Hooghly district. It is a regret that there is no 

— charitable dispensary in the vile. This fact was 
repeatedly brought to the notice of the authorities, but in vain. 

37. The Jyot Chittagon 9 of the 6th September complains that the lessee 

14 f of the Sikhalghata ferry ghat on the river Mata - 

n mahuri in the Cox s subdivision of the 

Chittagong district exacts an illegal tax of one anna per man and four annas 

per head of cattle even in the dry season when there 1s very little water in the 

tiver and the river is forded. N 

88. Mr. Bright, writes the Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 10th September, 

Siow has resigned the Chairmanship of the Calcutta 

Pn Meee of the Municipality. He has, however, taken leave for 

“ six months * his 3 — byl Chair- 

manship. This arrangement is, no doubt, advantageous to Mr. Bright, but it is 

disedvintageous to the Municipality, which will have to pay Mr. Bright as well 

as the Officiating Chairman. The new Commissioners have unhesitatingly 


confirmed this arrangement. But has any one any right to waste the rate 
payer’s money in this way ? re . 
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39. A correspondent complains in the Dam Chandrika [Caloutta} of the 
u g dition of ui Nos. 3 and 4 in Kali Prasad Dutt's 
rost. Caleutta, The busts are extremely filthy, and filthy water from the 
unt rains is continually flowing upon the road. The o n of the bust} 
people also foul the road by answering calle of nature thereon, Ik the offenders 

@ prosecuted, they are let off with a amall fine, and the nnisance does not 
abete. It wag aid that under the new Municipal Act, the construction of Justi 
would no more “a . — = < ti raved 1 on the, 

eet in question with the sanction e Munici The condition. of 
li Prasad Dutt’s street is growing from bad to worse. 0 . 


(9) —Ratlways. and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


40. A correspondent of the Pratinidhs 2 of the 4th September 

1 says that the steamer which plies between Akhaura: 

nn and Chandua, vid Brahmanbaria, in connection with 

the Assam-Bengal Railway, is so old as frequently to get its machinery into 

disorder. This causes stoppages and delays which are very inconvenient to the 

assengerg who have to catch the trains. The space on board is also too mall 

r the existing passenger and goods traffic. eee 

41. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 4th September complains 

: of the inconvenience which is caused to passengers 

A rajlway. complaint. . for want of platforms at the Waria station opened. 

for some years past on the East Indian Railway. The station is seed by a 
large number of respectable passengers, male and female. 

42. The Khulna [Khulna] of the 6th September says that the road 


: | between Saraghat and Debir Bazar, in the Khulna 
Kiulns dime “At district, still remains incomplete near the shal 
1 between Manbhog and Ghatbhog. A wooden 
bridge should be constructed over the khul and the road on both sides. It should 
be completed and joined to the District Bourd road at a point nearest to 
the kha J. ä : ä 3 oe 
43. The same paper says that on the 30th August last Babn Nibaran Chan- 
au Das, of Sidbipasha, came to the Khulna station 
B mil Central Railways onthe to catch the down train No. 4. He had with him a 
f Sod couple of Ailsa fish, which 8 beside him on the 
platform, and waited for the train. Meanwhile, a constable came and was carry. 
sng away the fish, saying that they were S when Nibaran Babu 
told the man that they belonged to him, At this, three other constables 


af 
. 


appeared on the scene, and began to abuse Nibaran Babu. The latter remons- 


ating with the oonstahles there was 9 row, but the Sub-Inspector of the Railway 
olige, and the Sub-Inspestor. of the Satkhira thana came to. the place, and it 
was aig their intercession that Nibaran Babu got back his fish. When, 
however, the. train came, and Nibaran Babu was going towards a carriage, he 
was follwed by some constables, ons of whom caught hold of him by his cloth 
as he vas about to enter into a carriage, and told him that as he had accused 
the constables of stealing his fish, he would not be allowed to go away without 
lodging a complaint at the thana, Fearing lest he should misa the train, he. 
entreated the constables to let him go, but obtained only. abuse, cuffs, and kicks 
from them in return. He was being showed towards the office, when the.Rail- 
way Sub;Inspectog again came tothe place and xemonstrated with the con- 
stables. He then took down the deposition of the complainant and also the 
lepositions of the Sub-Inspegtor of the Satkhira thana and of a clerk of the 
ectorate. 2 1 . 
Not long ago oppression was committed. IV Babn Hira Lal Guha 
Bag e gatemen and watchmen of this line, It is not to the credit of the 
5 4— ntral Railway authorities that oppreasions like these should be aq: 
frequently committed on their line, ts 
44. A correapondent ye Ag Reg 2 n 2 the 0. 
ae amber that the road between ugurh and 
aa Deulpur, in the Howrah district, ig in a very bad 
tee ss egnidition. After repeated applications for repair, 
the District Magistrate informed the applicants. an the 22nd December 
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last that the road would be repaired. But his assurance has not yet been 


— 45. A correspondent of the Bharat Mitra Calcutta] of the 10th Sep- 
tember, who was travelling on the 7th September 
| . by the Punjab Mail train as an intermediate 
class passenger, was surprised to see that, on the arrival of the train at 
Moghul Serai, all intermediate class passengers, with the exception of some 
Europeans, were. forced to leave their compartments to make room for some 
European soldiers, ‘The station-master very harshly treated those among. these 
passengers who entreated him for permission to sit in a compartment in which. 
was only one European passenger. These unfortunate passengers were detained 
in the Moghal Serai station and were forced out of the station- room at 
midnight. The authorities ought to direct their attention to the case. 


() —eneral. 


46. The Pratinidhi [ Comilla] of the 4th September has received a number 
| 5 of complaints against the Brahmanbaria post office 
The 1 post office in in the Tippera district, the publication of which 

— will go seriously against the postmaster and his 
clerks. They should, therefore, take this warning and be careful in future. 

47. The Fasumati [Calcutta] of the 6th September understands that 

: six Extra-Assistant Commissionerships have been 
created in Assam, and that a Eurasian has been 
appointed to one of these. It is feared that all the 
six posts will be occupied by Eurasians. ‘The pay attached to an Extra- 
Assistant Commissionership is small, and no qualified European or Anglo- 
Indian will be willing to accept such a post on so small a pay. The conse- 
quence will be that imperfectly-educated Eurasians will be appointed to these 
posts. Would it not be better to appoint educated natives to these posts? 

oreover, the appointment of outsiders to these posts will deprive the Sub- 
Deputy Collectors of their only chance of promotion. . 
48. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar Calcutta] of the 7th September says that 
Mr. Sibold, who was sentenced to four months’ 
| ee reinstatement in simple imprisonment for being implicated in the 
— ne murder of one Gurudayal Mahata, has been, on his 
releasé from jail, appointed Engineer of the Gandak Division. The common 
belief was that an officer of Government convicted of a criminal offence loses 
his service. But it now appears that the rule does not apply to Europeans. 
The Maharaja of Bharatpur lost his guddes without a trial for committing 
murder, but here is a European officer of Government, who, after havin 
committed a similar offence and suffered punishment for it, has been eee 
in the service of Government. It is not clear why Government excites popular 
discontent’ by making such race-distinctions. Lord Curzon has earned the 
gratitude of the Indians and incurred the displeasure of the Anglo-Indian 
community by attempting to put down such distinctions. It was not expected 
that, under a just and strong-minded Viceroy like His Lordship and an upright 
and sympathetic Lieutenant-Governor like Sir John Woodburn, Mr. Sibold 
would get back his appointment. 5 
49. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rang pur] of the 7th September complains 
of the inefficiency of the sub- postmaster of Nawab- 
ganj Bazar in the Rangpur district. He is too 
young for the office he fills. Satis Babu, who for some time served in this post 
and is now a clerk in Parbatipur, ought to be sent back to N 2 Bazar. 
50. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th September is grateful to the 
L Lieutenant-Governor for the good sense he has 
sank 2 Chandra Mitra s displayed in the appointment of Babu Purna Chan- 
i dra Mitra to the Junior Secretaryship of the 


A railway complaint. 


Some new. appointments in 
Assam. 


A postal complaint. 


Revenue Board. =~ 3 | ) 
5 5 The Bangavast ¶ Calentta of the 8th September has the following 2— 
| 2 Alas, the condition of Cownpore is extremely 

The condition of Cawnpore. deplo rable! Tw enty peo lo hav 75 been fenton ced 
to death: twenty families are ruined! Even 8 Laram i, brother of 

a Municipal — and Honorary Magistrate, has had capital sentence 
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d upon him, and the news caused his wife’s death. The news that her 
— was going to be hanged proved too much for the chaste wife. We 
cannot misrepresent facts. It is a fact that the people of Cawnpore are now 
utterly confounded. ‘‘Alas! alas! what is all this? How has it all come 
about?” These are the questions which are being asked by everybody. Even 
the officials mast have noticed that many people are questioning the justice of 
the trial and the sentence. Many are saying that not a few innocent people too 
have been punished. Why, this is enough to melt even stone. It is rumoured 
that the Cawnpore trouble has not yet come to an end, and that the men at 
whose instigation and advice the local shopkeepers closed their shops after the 
suppression of the riots will now be arrested and punished. It is probable 
that many respectable and influential men will be brought into trouble, 
Cawnpore, it seems, will be made Kannapur, the city of wailing! 


III. —LEGISLATIvVE. 


52. The Hitavadi n of 8 7th September writes as follows: 

ia surzon. has called on the Lo 
N 18705 | Governments for opinions on the 7 to . 
the provisions of the Arbitration Act to the mufassal. The Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce is opposed to the proposed extension; for, in its opinion, the 
village punchayets are too ignorant to be entrusted with such serious respon- 
sibilities. The Chamber of Commerce is mistaken. No new powers will be 
conferred on the punchayets. ‘There is, however, one thing to be considered. 
The Indian people have lost their confidence in, and respect for, one another, 
and the * zamindar can no longer exercise any control or authority 
upon the village public. This being the case, the proposed extension may be 
attended with oppression. But such incidental oppression and abuse of power 
is inseparable from the introduction of a reform. The Government has des- 
troyed all village institutions, and it will have to bear some inconvenience in 


restoring some of them. 
IV.—Native States. 


53. The Sansodhini [Chittagong] of the 3lst August says that though 
Travel by Native Chiefs the circular of the Government of India on the 

d subject—Travel by Native Chiefs—will interfere 
with the personal liberty of those Chiefs, it is undeniable that.such a circular 
had become necessary. | oS | 
54. The Prabhat Calcutta] of the 5th September has the following: 
6 There seems to be a difference of opinion in 
Travel by ative mes. the native press as regards the circular restricting 
the travel in Europe by the Native Chiefs of India. In the opinion of some, 
the circular is an insult to the Local Governments. We need not discuss 
whether this is really the- case or not. There is, in fact, no necessity of our 
doing so, as the Government of India and the Local Governments can settle the 
question between themselves. As for the Native Chiefs, it may, of course, be 
suggested that it is oppression to control their movements, or that their move 
ments have been controlled lest their frequent visits to Europe should open 
their eyes to their own position and their relation with the Paramount Govern- 
ment. Both these suggestions, however, are unreasonable. The ruler of a State 
cannot be as free as a private individual; his responsibilities are far greater and 
much more serious. The Prince of Wales had to appt to Parliament for 
permission to visit India, and this permission was granted after a good deal of 
discussion. We do not wish that the Native Chiefs should be prohibited from 
going to Europe. We rather wish that all of them should pay a visit to 
urope. We do not, however; believe that European travel opens the eyes of 
the Native Chiefs. In our opinion, it blinds their vision. The Maharaja of 
Baroda was an able, patriotic, and sympathetic ruler before he went to Europe. 
His visits to Europe have almost changed his nature. Baroda. has lost its 
‘charm for him, and even during his short stay in India, he does not live in the 
seat of his government. The Maharaja of Kuch Bihar never stays in his 
espital and is never willing to do any administrative work. Such Native 


Chiefs should. not be permitted to go to Europe. In Europe they contract new 


* 
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an fashions. What is required is to make them mi of 
the administration of their States. indful 


55. The Sanpivani ea : of the may ge ocx lag: the following :— 
ere here are few Native princes so pure in 
The Gaekwar's visit to — ch aracter, possesse 14 A axe courage, 2 15 
anxious to please their subjects as the Gaekwar of Baroda. For the good of 
his subjects, the Gaekwar bas established schools in all principal villages, 
a college at Baroda, and an art school. For the education and improvement 
of his female subjects, His Highness has established a large number of female 
schools. He also sends young men to Europe for technical education, His 
own children read in the public schools, Most Indian princes have a number of 
wives and their zenanas are scenes of vice. The zenana of the Gaekwar, how- 
ever, is celebrated for its purity. Pure in mind, he fears, nobody and does not 
conduct himself as a coward towards the Resident. He does not like to be a 
ruler without personal liberty. Fearless but amiable, educated but not vain, 
he is a prince who is the jewel of his country. 

Some months ago his wife was attacked with some disorder peculiar to the 
sex. Finding the medical advice available in this country insufficient, he thought 
of taking his wife to 1 4 for treatment. Lord Curzon, however, advised 
him not to leave India. The Gaekwar found himself unable to act according to 
the Viceroy’s unreasonable advice, and refused to submit to the unjust rule 
requiring Indian princes to obtain the permission of the Local Governments 
before leaving the country for foreign travel—a rule which makes the position 
of the Native Chiefs worse than that of a common subject of Her Majesty. 
He left for England with his wife and children. It is probably this which led 
Lord Curzon to issue his letter to the Local Governments regarding travel by 
Native Chiefs. One should like to know what the Native Chiefs are thinking 
after reading thut letter. | 

The Gaekwar has been doing for the good of his subjects what it is 
possible for a man to do. It is true a severe famine has broken out in his State; 
but he is not sparing money to save the lives of his subjects, and has kept 
himself informed of everything that is being done for that purpose. Nothing 
but the illness of his wife could have induced him to leave his subjects at a 
critical time like this. It is, therefore, a matter of the greatest regret that the 
tongue of slander is saying bad things regarding such a ruler. 

56. The same paper writes as follows:— | 
a 5 The uncle of the Maharaja of Jodhpur, together 
. Chiefs going to with his two brothers, has started for China at the 
coe head of the Jodhpur Imperial Service Troops. The 
oung Maharaja of Bikanir, too, has done the same. A large number of 
ordeals assembled at the Kidderpore Docks to bid His Highness adieu, and 
a number of European ladies and gentlemen, too, had come to see the fun. 
Considering the 3 youth, he being only twenty, it may be asked 
if it has been right to send him to the war. Moreover, it is not many days 
since the Viceroy. expressed his displeasure at the practice of the Indian Chiefs 
of frequently leaving the country for foreign travel, and His Excellency has 
already permitted the Maharaja of Bikanir to leave his State for China, 
while his subjects are suffering from famine. Lord Curzon also reprimanded 
the Native Chiefs for their extravagance, but His Lordship has no objection to 
throwing on the Native States the expenses connected with the China expedi- 
tion at a time those States are themselves suffering from famine! Where, 
then, is the consistency between Lord Curzon’s professions and Lord Curzon’s 
actions? It is clear His Excellency is going against his own views in his 
solicitude to shew Russia and the other Foreign Powers the resources of the 
British Government and its undisputed swäy over the people and the princes 
of India. It is a pitiful sight to see the Maharaja of ikanir spending money 
like water in cornection * the China expedition, when his inability to afford 
sufficient relief to his famine-stricken subjects has led a very large number 
of them to leave their country and seek relief in the Punjab. The Maharaja 
of Gwalior has been moved to pity by the thought of the sufferings which 
the troops in China might undergo, but His Highness is blind to the sufferin 
of his own subjects who ure dying of starvation! The age in which su 
things can happen must be an age of utter insincerity and artificiality. 
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57. The same paper writes as follows: - 

In his letter on the question of travel by Native 
Chiefs, Lord Curzon said that these Chiefs, when 
3 visiting Europe, squandered large sums of money 
on the purchase of foreign furniture &c. It is undeniable that the Indian 
princes do sometimes squander money in this way. But is not Lord Curzon 
aware that much larger sums of money are spent by these Chiefs in entertain- 
ing the Indian officials who visit their States? It was arranged that Lord 
Curzon would visit the Baroda State next November, and the Gaekwar there. 
fore set apart sixty thousand rupees for his reception. No one can deny that 
most of the money so spent is wrongly spent. So long as I. ord Curzon does 


not put a stop to these expenses, there will remain an inconsistency between his 
professions and his acts. ea : | | 


58. The Rangpur 
The Bharatpur deposition. 


Lord Curzon and the extra- 
vagance of Native Chiefs. 


Vartavaha [Rangpur of the 7th September says that 
those who are inclined to question the action of the 
Government in deposing the Maharaja of Bharat. 
pur ought to know thut the crime the Maharaja committed would have led 


im to the gallows, if the British Government had not shown him mercy and 
if he had not been the ruler of a State. 


59, The Saraswat Patra [Dacca] of the 8th September approves of 


a the Government circular restricting the travel 

Travel by Native Chet“ in Europe by Native Chiefs. The object of the 
Government is good: its motive is noble. 
60. The Chinsura Vartavaha (Chinsura] of the 9th September fully 


3 approves of the India Government circular restrict- 
ee ee ing the foreign travels of Native Chiefs. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THAN PEOPLE. 


61. The Fartdpur Hitaishini [Faridpur] of the 1st September says 
that for want of rain, the prospects of the crops 
have become extremely gloomy in the Faridpur 
district. In the Pangsa, Belekandi, Rajbari, and 
Bhusna thanas, the outturn of the aus paddy has been only 4-annas, and the 
prospect of the aman crop is worse. Even in the low-lying lands of Bhanga, 
Ainpur, Makandpur, Gopalganj, and Madaripur there will be no aman crop if 
there be no more rainfall. Water scarcity in a severe form is also likely to be 
felt in the district. f 
The Lieutenant-Governor was pleased at the sight of the standing crops 


when he visited Faridpur. But the crop reports he will receive in the month 
of Kartik (October) will sorely disappoint him. 


The prices of paddy and rice have already gone up by a quarter of a 
rupee and will rise still more by the month of Kartik, 


URITA Papers. 


62. The Sambalpur Hitaishini [-Bamra]of the 22nd August approves 


5 a of the charitable contributions made by Raja 
Bede Selbentn Halts gis. Baikuntha Nath De Bahadur to the A 
Roman Catholic Orphanage and the Balasore Jail in honour of the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s visit to Balasore. 


63. The same paper has reason to believe that the people of Parikud, 
in Orissa, are in great difficulty. The abolition of 
salt manufacture in that part of the Puri district 
has thrown many out of employment. The Raja, who has helped his raiyats 
to the best of his ability, is himself involved in debt, and has neither the means 
nor the resources with which to help his subjects any longer. ‘The writer 
observes that the state of Parikud should engage the special attention of 
Government, | 
64. The same paper is of opinion that a gold currenc 


The gold currency in India ya 


Crop prospects in the Faridpur 
district. 


Dist ess in Parikud. 


cannot prove 

in India, where the people are very poor. 
lany pay commission even in changing a rupee: 
can it be possible that they will be able to exchange gold coins freely? It is a 
mistake to regulate the use of any coin by legislation, when that coin is not 


required by the people. 
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65. The same paper suggests that the Government of India may 


0 

sie: ; a a detective agency in India to know the state of 

The Indian Pres- hides information. the country 2 was being done in the Transvaal by 

the Boer Government. The writer points out that the newspapers of India 

do not give out the inner workings of the people in full and they can be best 
gauged by a secret agency. 

66. The Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore] of the 20th August states 

| ants canta Os Oi. that the rains are excessive in Balasore, and that 


* 


SaMRBALPU 
Hrranmim, 
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URIYA AND 
NavAaSaMVAD, 


sore district. there are floods in the river Burabalang. Thus the “© °°. 


il paddy crop, that was recently under transplanta- 
tation, will run the risk of being washed away by the current of water. 


67. The same paper is of opinion that the deposition of the Maharaja of 


1 Bharatpur is a just measure, and that Lord Curzon 
The Bharatpur deposition. could not have acted otherwise. That the State 


has passed to his son and successor is a matter of congratulation for all 


Native Chiefs in India; for that shows thatthe British Government has no mind 
to annex the Native States. 


68. The Samvadvahika r the 3ist August approves of the 
action of the Madras Government in deputi 
The Madras Government’s action 


in regard to the practical arts. a young Indian to England to learn the practica 


arts at its expense, and observes that other Prov- 
incial Governments should follow its example. 


69. The same paper states that the floods in the Burabalang river were 


8 = a source of trouble and suffering for some days 
Effects of floods in an Orissa river. to those villages that were surrounded on all sides 
by water and were thus cut off from other contiguous villages. It was, there- 


fore, necessary to send salt, tobacco, opium, and other necessaries by boat from 
the Balasore town to the isolated villages. 

70. In noticing the escape of an accused under trial, who was being 

in a i conducted from the Cuttack Criminal Court to the 

Courts. Cuttack Jail under police custody at about 8 P. u. 

on the 26th August last, and his subsequent arrest, 

the Utkaldipika (Cuttack) of the Ist September points out the inadvisability 

of holding Criminal Courts up to such a late hour and hopes that similar acci- 
dents may be avoided in future by an earlier rising of such Courts. 

71. Referring to the railway accident, the same paper points out that 
though the published list of the killed was 11, and 
that of the wounded 27, it is clear that as eight 
| carriages were piled one upon another and des- 
troyed, the number of passengers killed or wounded must have been larger, and 
that the dead bodies must have been carried off by the .euxrent of water into 
which the carriages fell. The writer is, however, informed that a European 
gentleman, named Mr. Wood, who was proceeding from Bangalore to Calcutta 
to join his appointment in the Free Church Institution as its Head-master, 
was killed. 

72, The same paper states that ferry ghd¢ complaints are multiplying in 
number, Already correspondents have reported 
against the mismanagement of the Jhinkirea ghdt 


Casualties in the railway acci- 
dent. 


Ferry complaints. 


near Cuttack and of the Pavahausa gudt near Asuraswar. The qaradars do not 


keep suitable boats at the ghdis; boats are often seen to carry more passengers 
than the assigned number; the number of boats retained is not sufficient and 
the manjhi compels passengers to pay dakshish or extra. The writer advises 
the District Board to instruct its Ferry Inspector to examine the ferry ghdte 
thoroughly, to remain near each ghd for at least one day, and to gather inform- 
ation from the passengers regarding the management of the ghd. The 
writer is of opinion that the ghdés that are not under ferry regulations are better 
managed than those that are under such regulations. It is a mistake on the 
part of the District Board to bring a ghd¢ under ferry regulations withou 

making due provision for its good management, 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BrxdAII TRANSLArOR's Orrron, 
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